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F The Sddhdrant of the 14th March, in an article headed “ Pro- 
gress or Decline?” writes the following :—The prayers and remonstrances of 
European subjects not unfrequently meet with success at the hands of their 
rulers. We have also learnt to imitate them in this matter; nay, our 
writings and remarks on subjects of public importance do very often exceed 
theirs in severity. But what is the outcome of our remonstrances ? 
While the European subjects hardly failin ten out of a hundred cases, we do 
not succeed even in one. The reason is obvious. We want to achieve our 
national greatness by begging and supplications? Jackals have not yet, 
with all their yelling, attained to a lion’s dignity. Begging is a constant 
companion of poverty; and its presence is always hostile to the existence of 
every noble and honorable feeling of the human heart. We have now 
resorted to this shameful course. We call upon Government to help us 
even in our social matters. The English are besought to give us roads, 
bridges, schools, and hospitals ; water, when there isa drought; rice and 
cloth ; to abolish the practices of Kulinism, to enact Jaws relating to marriage, 
and to confer on us courage and intelligence. It is not surely a common 
error that thus seeks to attain greatness by begging. 


2. The Grémbartd Prakdashika of the 17th March is gratified to find 
that a minister for Public Works has at last been appointed to the Indian 
Council. It is to be hoped that under his supervision the extravagance of 
the department will be curtailed and its efficiency increased. 


8. The same paper writes the following in the course of an editorial on 
the ‘* Zemindar and the tenant’’:—We cannot agree with the views of those 
that hope to see an end of disputes between landlords and tenants from the 
increasing intelligence of the latter, and their knowledge of their own rights. 
The zemindars, as a class, with but few exceptions, oppress their tenantry. 
The educated section especially has learnt to betake themselves, like some 
of their rulers, to what is generally termed “ policy,’ and to harass the ryots in 
various ways. Secret means are resorted to for realizing money. Weknow 
from our own experience that the ryots, under many an uneducated rural 
zemindar, enjoy far more rights in the soil than under the educated; and that in 
consequence, the former are often found to pay voluntarily several illegal cesses. 
Voluntary payment of cesses is almost always found wherever the profits of the 
ryots are sufficient to enable them to make it; but they are not unfrequently 
compelled to pay the cesses against their will. Disputes ensue in consequence. 
The zemindars avail themselves of the services of intriguing and cunning 
people, who go to law with the ryots, and harass them by ligation. The latter 
patiently submit to these oppressions; and it is only when these Lecome 
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intolerable that they stand up against the zemindars. The only way of 
remedying this evil is to bring about a permanent settlement between the 
landlords and their tenantry in regard to the rent rate. We are glad to 


notice that both the Som Prakash and the civilian Baboo Ramesh Chandra 
Datta advocate this course. 


4. ‘The Amrita Bazar Patrikd of the 18th March has the following 
in its opening article headed, ‘‘ A case of fearful oppresston!” Next to the 
police, the people hate the magistrates. They possess almost absolute 
power in their several districts.’ They are naturally expected to be thoroughly 
impartial, but, unfortunately, in how many instances do they abuse their 
power and violate the law? Hxamples are not far to seek; a glance at 
Calcutta and the adjacent districts will abundantly illustrate our remarks. 
Not many days since, a zemindar, Baboo Surendra Nath, of Krish- 
naghur, was extremely harassed by a magistrate. Who knows what would 
have been his fate, if the Baboo had not sought the protection of the High 
Court ? An influential and respectable zemindar, in the Burdwan district, 
having incurred, by his arrogant manners, the displeasure of the magistrate, 
was thrown into prison on some pretence, and was subjected to the most 
cruel treatment imaginable, and was not released until he had been com- 
pletely humbled. The cruel treatment of one claiming to be Raghubir Singh, 
the Rajah of Landhora, in the North-Western Provinces, by the magistrates 
Jenkinson and Tidy, is well known to the readers. Lord Northbrook, in his | 
reply to the memorial of the leading native associations for the rejection of 
the New Criminal Procedure Code, told them that a sharp eye would be kept 
on the doings of the magistrates, and that the law would be repealed if the 
officers in question were found to have abused their powers. The cases cited 
above amply show the extent of the oppressions that may be practised by the 
magistrates. Enquiries will bring to light numbers of similar cases in each 
district. Considering how, in spite of the strong public opinion in Calcutta, 
and the light of publicity imparted to all that is done here by the newspapers, 
lawless acts are being daily perpetrated by the Police Magistrate, Mr. Marsden; 
it can easily be imagined how the magistrates indulge with impunity in the 
practice of oppression in the mofussil. Natives are under great obligation 
to Lord Northbrook for various reasons, but they will be grateful to him if 
he will repeal the most obnoxious sections of this code. They are naturally 
weak and helpless, but what little of life they have still left is also about to 
be destroved by the exercise of the new powers conferred on magistrates. 
Lord Northbrook has conferred on us a great boon by throwing out the 


Municipal Bill; he will reap immortal fame by repealing the new Criminal 
Procedure Code. | 


5. A- correspondent of the Hducation Gazetie of the 19th March, | 
adverting to the fearful prevalence of the game of three cards in Jessore and 
adjacent places, requests Government to extend the operation of the Act 
for the prevention of gambling to those localities. 


6. The Bharat Sangskarak of the 19th March observes, in an editorial 
on the civil engineering education of natives, that nearly half of the 
students in the Calcutta Civil Engineering College are clever boys. Who 
will believe that the Bengali intellect, as is alleged by some, is not suited to 
this education? The College had at one time very brilliant native pupils, 
who surpassed their European fellow-students. It is a strange remark that 
the Bengalis do not aspire to anything more than overseerships! How many 
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of them are at this moment performing the duties of executive engineers ? 
The present number are also studying for the same honors. Who has then, 
we ask, produced such wrong impressions in the minds of our rulers? Doubt- 
less race prejudice is at work here. The greatest drawback in the way of 
natives studying civil engineering has been the establishment of the Cooper’s 
Hill College, built and maintained at an enormous expense defrayed by the 
Indian Government, and for whose students alone all the higher appointments 
in India have been reserved. The prospects of natives receiving education 
here have been blocked in this way. We request Government to introduce 
better arrangements into the Civil Engineering Department; and venture to 
remark that the students in the Engineering College are neither wanting in 
brains nor ambition. The alleged incompetency of the students is solely due 
to the defective system of education, and the hostility of some professors 
towards them. No intelligent lad will ever seek admission into this college, 
if the students continue to be treated in this way. 


7. Adverting to the approaching retirement from service of Mr. 
Atkinson, the Director of Public Instruction, the same paper writes the follow- 
ing:—He has now completed his sixteenth year of service, and it cannot but 
be a matter of gratification to us to find him retiring ona pension. Mr. 
Atkinson is a perfect gentleman; it can never be said that the department 
over which he presided has ever suffered any wrong at his hands. He is 
a friend to the natives. Bengal will always be grateful to him for the vigorous 
stand he made against the resolution of the late administration, when, in an 
evil hour, it sought to injure the cause of high education among the natives. 
But we are sorry to add that his long tenure of office has not been produc- 
tive of entirely satisfactory results. The department expects much from the 
man at its head. Whenever we happen to think of such grave matters as 
a display of inventive genius for the improvement of educational matters, the 
compilation of model educational works, the exercise of supervision, and the 
conduct of examinations in person, the cultivation of friendship with native 
authors and patrons of letters, and gaining popularity by the display of pro- 
found mental activity, Mr. Atkinson does not appear before our minds as 
equal to the task. He has been many a time but a silent spectator 
in the department; has been away in Darjeeling, enjoying repose 
and mountain air. He has, indeed, on many occasions proved, by his 
own acts, the utter inutility of his appointment, and held out an 
example of indolence to his subordinates. It was for this reason that 
we approved of the resolution of Sir George Campbell to place the 
Educational Department under the magistrates. The disgrace and disfavour 
of the Director, brought about by Sir George Campbell, must indeed be 
deplored ; but that it was in a great measure justly due to Mr. Atkinson’s 
previous shortcomings can never be denied. He was reduced to the position 
of a clerk by the late Lieutenant-Governor. Indeed, Sir George Campbell 
succeeded in clearly showing that if the duties of a Director be only to keep 
accounts and draw up reports, verily those duties could be well managed by 
a Clerk. ; 


The question now arises, who is to succeed Mr. Atkinson in the 
Directorship? In our opinion, if the duties of the office be continued to 
be performed in the way they are at present, the post had better be abolished 
and some saving effected. But the honor of the country, and the need of 
introducing order into the Education Department, require that the appoint- 
ment be continued. It has been contemplated to confer it on a civilian; 
but, in justice, Mr. Henry Woodrow has the foremost and an indisputable 
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claim to it. Mr. Woodrow possesses vast learning and experience, and is 
eminently favorable to native progress. Next to him, Mr. Sutcliffe has a 
claim to the office. With the exception of these two gentlemen, there 1s no: 
one who deserves to be appointed to this post, unless a new man with talents 
of a Ab order be brought from England. 


(Tie Ldlishahar and Searsvle Patrikd of the 19th March thus 
asia an article on the trial of the Guicowar. We all know Lord 
Northbrook well; he is an incarnation of justice; but in his doings in 
respect to the Guivcowar, his fair fame has been tarnished to some extent. 
We are prepared to admit that his acts regarding that chief have been 


prompted by the advice of his counsellors; but those acts have not been 
right. 


9. The Hindu Hitowshint of the 20th March is highly gratified to 
find that Sir Richard Temple is daily gaining increased popularity by his 
courtesy and sympathy towards all classes of the subjects. The graduates 
of the University were recently invited to an evening party at Belvidere. 
His Honor is requested never to deviate from such a generous and liberal 


policy. 


10. Thesame paper, in an article headed, ‘‘ A nice judgment in regard to 
kabuliyats and registration,” has the following :—The permanent settlemen 
has become an eye-sore to many people. If they had the power, they would 
have immortalized themselves by setting it aside in a day. Right or wrong, 
they do not hesitate to give expression to their hostile views. The conse- 
quence has been that the tenantry are stimulated to rebel against the lawful 
authority of the zemindars. From an observation of a very limited 
number of oppressive zemindars, a conclusion has been hastily drawn that the 
land-owning classes in general are given to extortion, and that the ryots are 
always the sufferers. A suit was lately instituted by a zemindar in the court 
of the District Judge of Pubna against a ryot for arrears of rent. Registered 
documents were produced by the complainant in support of his case. The 
Judge, Mr. Monro, however, would not accept them, on the ground that the 
kabuliyat was in all probability registered without the knowledge of the 
defendant. Similar reasoning was employed even on appeal, though the 
evidence of two registration officers was produced to prove the genuineness of 
the documents. The editor is surprised to hear such things said of 
Mr. Monro, who is an able and learned judge; and remarks that, if he had 
been a moonsif. he would have been in all likelihood severely reproved for this 
injudicious decision so contrary to all law. 


ll. The Dacca Prakash of the 21st March is gratified to read, in the 
recent minute of the Lieutenant-Governor on the education of the poor 
whites, that provision has been also impartially made for the education of the 
children of poor native parents of Calcutta. The editor hopes that similar 
facilities will be offered to the children of the poor in the mofussil. 


12. Thesame paper suggests, for His Honor’s consideration, the propriety 
of inviting native authors from the mofussil to Belvidere. Itis to be regretted 
that while their brethren residing in the metropolis have had the honor 
of being twice present at evening parties given by Sir Richard Temple, equally 


meritorious authors of the mofussil have had no such distinction conferred 
on them. 


13. In an article on the “ Helplessness of the Zemindars,” the same 
paper dwells on the miserable condition of the landholders, owing to their 
debts and the insubordination of their tenantry. The editor refers to the 
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rejection by Mr. Monro, the District Judge of Pubna, of registered documents, 
produced by a zemindar, in a suit with one of his tenantry, as being one 
of the most serious acts of injustice against the landholding class. His 


remarks on the subject are similar to those noticed in the Hindu Hitoishint 
of the 20th March. 


14. ( The following is from the opening article in the Som Prakash of the 
22nd March on the trial of the Guicowar:—The feelings experienced at the 
sight of a city burnt down to ashes, with all its valuable property, but without 
the loss of a single life, will most resemble those which have taken possession 
of our minds at the sad spectacle of the deposition of Mulharrao before his 
trial, the needless expenditure connected with it, and the attachment of his 
property, relieved Sy the gracious permission of the Viceroy to have him 
brought to atrial. If the revolting scenes which have been acted at Baroda 
had taken place under the administration of Lord Dalhousie, or Lord Mayo, 
they would doubtless have remained enveloped in profound darkness, and 
the outer world would not have heard a syllable about them.) 


15.‘ The same paper remarks, in another article, headed ‘* Municipalities 
and the liberty of natives,’ that of all Sir George Campbell’s acts for the 
improvement of the people, his endeavours to teach them liberty and self- 
government by means of municipal institutions have been the greatest. But 
his gravest error in this matter lay in placing Europeans over these institutions. 
Sad consequences have resulted from this arrangement. The editor then 
proceeds to give a detailed account of the misunderstanding between Mr. Pellew, 
the Magistrate of Hooghly, and Baboo Nemy Charan Seal, of that place, a 
Municipal Commissioner, the correspondence between them, the appeal to 
the J.ieutenant-Governor, and the reply, and the ultimate resignation of his 
post by the Baboo. The Lieutenant-Goyernor, it is observed, should have 
caused inquiries to be made in the matter 


16. The Sahachar of the 22nd March notices, with regret, that a very 
large number of false suits are instituted in both the civil and criminal 
courts at the present day. There is an abundance of perjurers and other 
unprincipled men in every village, who incite the inhabitants to litigation, and 
daily frequent the courts. Unless the task of prosecuting these abandoned 
characters be entrusted to the police, this evil will know no bounds. 


17. Adverting to the large number of false suits instituted in the Small 
Cause Courts, and the efforts of Government to diminish the amount of liti- 
gation, the same paper remarks that neither Mr. Hobhouse’s Civil Appeals’ 
Bill, nor the proposal to raise the stamp fees, will succeed in putting a check 
on the increase of forgery and false litigation. The proposals, if carried out, 
will only bar the way to justice. Let the means of application to the Courts 


be kept sufficiently open, but let the passage through it be made difficult, 


and the object will be attained. Let it be ruled that the party which loses 
a suit in the Civil Courts shall be liable to pay all the lawyers’ fees and 
other expenses, and perjurers will hesitate before they institute false suits. 


18. The Behar Bandhu learns that the Madras Government has made 
an allotment for practical instruction in the arts, and remarks that the 
Government here does not seem to pay any attention to this matter, for- 
getting that by such instruction much benefit wil) accrue. Multitudes are 
sitting idle and concocting mischief, who, if they had work to do, and could 
earn a livelihood, would get rid of many evils. 


19. The Durbin observes that the present pay attached to the office of 
Mir Munshi in the Foreign Department is not adequate to keep up the 
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dignity and position required of such an officer, whose monthly stipend was ' 
formerly Rs. 700, but is now Rs. 290; the Government ought therefore to see 
to this official being properly paid, so as to prevent any future temptation to 
misconduct. 


The editor further states that Moulvie Azhar Hossein has served 
Government faithfully, and with credit, for upwards of 20 years. Was it 
therefore just and proper to have him arrested on a warrant on the ¢pse dezat 
of one individual of the Foreign Office. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 27th March 1875. 


JOHN. ROBINSON, 


Government Bengali Translator. 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
27th March 1875. 


No. Name. Place of publication, | Monthly, weekly, Date. 
or otherwise. 
1 | “ Baréhanagar Samachar’... | Barahanagar Bi-monthly 14th March. 
2 | “ Sadharani’’ “ Chinsurah Weekly 14th ditto. 
3 | “ Burrisél Birtébaha” _... | Burrisdl Ditto 17th ditto. 
4 |“ Grambarté Prakdshika” ...| Comercolly _... Ditto 17th ditto. 
5 | “Hindu Runjika” ... | Bauleah, Rajshahye Ditto 17th ditto. 
6 | “Amrita Bazar Patrika” ,.. | Calcutta - ..., Ditto 18th ditto. 
7 | “ Education Gazette’ Hooghly ‘i 6 | Ditto 19th ditto. 
8 | “ Bharat Sangskdérak” __... | Harinavi, 24-Pergunnahs| Ditto 19th ditto. 
9 | “ Moorshedabad Patriké” ... | Berhampore -. | Ditto 19th ditto. 
10 | ** Pracharika”’ ... | Burdwan ..o | Ditto 19th ditto. 
11 | “ Halishahar and _ Searsole | Calcutta = we | Ditto 19th ditto, 
Patrika.” 
12 | * Bicharak”’ Ditto Ditto 19th ditto. 
13 | “ Saptahik Samachar” Ditto Ditto 20th ditto. 
14 | * Hindu Hitoishini” Dacca Ditto 20th ditto. 
15 | “ Dacca Prakash” Ditto es ... | Ditto 21st ditto. 
16 | “Som Prakash’’ ... Changripottah, 24-Pergun-| Ditto 22nd ditto. 
nahs. 
17 | “ Sahachar” Calcutta Ditto 22nd ditto. 
18 | “Sulabha Samachar” Ditto ii ... | Ditto 23rd ditto. 
19 | “ Saptahik Sambad” Bhowanipore, Calcutta ...| Ditto 26th ditto. 
20 | ‘*‘ Sambad Prabhakar” Calcutta Daily 19th to 23rd March. 
21 |‘*Sambad  Pirnachandro-| Ditto Ditto 17th to 24th ditto. 
dava.”’ 
22 | “ Prabhat Samir” .. | Ditto Ditto 19th to 24th ditto. 
23 |“ Behar Bandhu” (in Hindi) | Patna Weekly 16th March. 
24 |* Durbin” (in Persian) _... , Calcutta Ditto 19th ditto. 
25 | “ Jam-Jehan-numa” (in| Ditto Ditto 19th ditto. 
Persian.) 
26 | “Urdu Guide” (in Urdu)... | Ditto Ditto 20th ditto. 
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Bengal Secretariat Press. 


